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November 30, 2024 

 
Re: Hassanamisco Nipmuc Band Response to the Old Reservoir Dam in 
Barre, MA 

In response to the inquiry posed by Liz Martin on November 25, 2024, 
regarding the Old Reservoir Dam on the Prince River, we appreciate the 
opportunity to articulate the stance of the Hassanamisco Nipmuc Band. 
As the only state-recognized Nipmuc tribal government, we accept our 
responsibility to address the concerns raised while simultaneously 
honoring our ancestral ties to the land and water. 

The situation surrounding the Old Reservoir Dam, which has been 
designated as a high hazard by the state, requires careful consideration 
of not only the immediate implications for public safety but also the 
long-term effects on the local environment and ecosystem. The four 
alternatives presented by the state—restoring the dam to its original 
condition, repairing it at a lower height, removing the dam’s center to 
restore river flow, or completely removing the dam and rehabilitating 
the riverbanks with native vegetation—each carry distinct advantages 
and challenges 

After a thorough evaluation of the provided information, including GIS 
data and the findings shared by the DCR Dam Safety office, we 
recognize the multitude of uncertainties associated with this decision, 
particularly in the context of climate change, ecological balance, and 
fiscal responsibility. Notably, the potential hazards associated with a 
dam failure could pose significant risks to both property and human life, 
compelling us to act with foresight and prudence. 

Our cultural heritage as the original inhabitants of this land informs our 
understanding of natural stewardship. Historically, the Nipmuc adopted 
a symbiotic relationship with the ecosystems we inhabit, guided by the 
principle that humanity does not impose control over nature; rather, we 
coexist with it. With this principle in mind, we will respond directly to 
Ms. Martin's question regarding the Nipmuc perspective: “What should 
be done?” 

Our position advocates for the complete removal of the dam and the 
restoration of the Prince River to its natural flow. This action aligns with 
our core values as stewards of the land and reflects our commitment to 
ecological restoration. Through the removal of the dam, we allow the 
river to return to its original pathways, mitigating the risks associated 
with a potential breach and the subsequent erosion that might ensue. 
Furthermore, such a restoration would facilitate the revival of the seed 
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bank buried beneath the reservoir, promoting biodiversity and enabling natural plant species to flourish. 

In conclusion, while we acknowledge that the Town of Barre must ultimately decide based on community needs 
and fiscal considerations, we strongly encourage the choice that honors our shared environmental heritage. The 
removal of the dam is not merely an act of preservation; it is a step toward rectifying historical alterations to the 
landscape, ensuring that future generations can inherit a land rich in ecological integrity and historical 
significance. 
 
Thank you for considering the insights from the Hassanamisco Nipmuc Band as you deliberate on this critical 
matter. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Bruce F. Curliss 
Waterways Advocate  
Hassanamisco Nipmuc Band  
 
 
 
 

 


